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Six CSI Idol 
finalists 

compete Thursday. 
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faith the union will have no 



Grad makes contest’s final five 
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y, November 23,: 


Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

What is your 
all-time favourite movie? 



"Star Wars. I like the action 
and it’s a good (series)." 


second-year 
early childhood 



“I like the last Bruce Willis 
movie (Live Free or Die 
Hard) because I don't 
watch movies for realism. I 
watch movies to escape.” 


DoKnlbber, 

first-year 
radical nursing 



"Anchorman. It's classic 
Will Ferrell." 


Alex Elliot, 

first-year 



"Totally Monty Python and 
The Holy Grail because it's 
amazing and hilarious!” 



"Let's go with The Lion 
King. I loved it as a kid, all 
the music and songs. I 
have the soundtrack and 
saw the play.” 


Neil Foster, 

second-year 
law and security 



Part-timers play 
the waiting game 


Part-time staff at Ontario’s 
24 community colleges will 
have to wait several months 

they will join the Ontario 
Public Service Employees 
Union (OPSEU). 

The College Compensation 
and Appointments Council is 
contesting whether OPSEU 
had the 35 per cent support 
required to hold a vote in the 
first place. Under Ontario 



Both sides are now waiting 
for a hearing with the Ontario 
Labour Relations Board, 
where they will present argu- 
ments as to who is able to 

"The process could take 
well into the new year," said 
Debra Marshall, director of 

Conestoga College. "The bal- 
lots are scaled, but the 
labour board can still order a 

Between Oct. 5 and Oct. 27, 
support staff at Ontario col- 
leges participated in the 

vote in the province's history, 
with up to 10,000 part-time 


college employees eligible to 
vote. 

"This is not good news for 

Brown, a part-time admis- 
sions clerk at Conestoga 
College. “It makes me very 
nervous about our job securi- 
ty.” 

Despite the news, officials 
at Conestoga insist that no 
changes will be made to 
employment conditions or 
student services. 

"The colleges cannot 
change any employment 
terms before the hearing," 
said Marshall. “It will be 
business as usual for the 
time being." 
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Second Career program 
getting back on track 


required MTCU approval, 'That money (S78 million) 
since they were backlogged hasn't affected admissions so 
with applicants. far,” Tibbits said. 

’ ' a couple of weeks later, ~ 
ants were notified that 


~~ 

= £|~ mm 

SiS-3 «S~Z 

§3= r B:i §BIs;£,'S sSSkES 

sue. d»e ES“' KS-vSfiS: 
JX“s,sL‘ d s 

sars^uS £ ssfriSKit 

^ -as r^K 

£iS5K£ ■s-asu „ «. 


United Way’s 
goal of $50,000 
surpassed 
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EVERYONE BENEFITS FROM random acts of kindness 


COMMENTARY 


Monday, November 23, 2009 


Vehicle thefts 
alarming 


If the college doesn’t do something quick, the new cliche 
describing easy pickings will be “It’s like stealing trucks 
from the Conestoga College parking lot 

At least two trucks were stolen from the college proper- 
ty last month. Unfortunately for students, staff, faculty 
and security, acts of vehicular thievery around campus 
aren’t rare occurrences. 

Before the masses start parading to the security offices 
demanding more protection, it is worth noting what a 
jackpot the Conestoga campus is to caqackers. 

Think about it, the campus is seconds away trom the 
highway, also known as the getaway, and is home to gar- 
gantuan and numerous parking lots, housing countless 
cars. It’s like taking candy from a baby. 

There is no conceivable way the security staff can super- 
vise all the vehicles exiting the lots. Even if they could 
how would they be able to pick out the students from the 
thieves? An early morning class, after a hard night of 
‘ imbling with his 


An early m 

ludying," could make any 
ys look like a shady characiei. 

Car alarms have become nothing more than background 
noise. Everyone has been guilty of hearing the blaring 
horns and becoming more annoyed than concerned. 

And store-bought theft deterrents seem to do a better 
job of keeping drivers from starting their cars than the 
thieves from stealing them. And besides, you don t have 
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Letters are welcome 


Spoke welcomes letters t 
editor. Letters should be 
signed and include the 
name and telephone 
number of the writer. 
Writers will be contact- 
ed for verification. 

No unsigned letters will be 
published. 

Letters should be no longer 



Preferential treatment no big deal 


,-hiIe hardly foolproof, would makethe w 

ticketing illegally parked cars, because if drivers did- 
ft have a pass they wouldn't be able to get into the lot. 
This Ls one suggestion. There are others, and there 


le thing 
rity at the college 

ion of the newspa- 


than 500 words. 

Spoke reserves the right to 
edit any letter 
for publication. 
Address correspon- 

The Editor, Spoke, 299 
Doon Valley Dr., 

Room 1C30, Kitchener, Ont., 
N26 4M4 


opened, the controversy start 
ed. The H1N1 virus has 
caused a huge panic all over 
North America, which, in 
turn, caused frustration wit! 
the administering of the 
H1N1 flu shot. 


arise. Clinics in Alberta were 
suspended due to the number 
of doses available and the 
small supply they expected to 


Only a week after the 
clinics first opened, 
concerns about rationing 
and preferential treatment 
started to arise. 


ment when getting the HINT 
llu shots. The NHL’s Calgary 
Flames and Toronto Maple 
Leafs, The AHL’s Abbotsford 
Heat and the NBA’s Toronto 
Raptors arc all in the middle 



of an investigation after being 
moved to the front of the lines 
at HlNl clinics. An Alberta 
Cnnada Health employee has 
been fired and in both 
Ontario and Alberta the clin- 

My question is 
ly think this wa 
happen? 

What a shocke 
got preferential I 


did w 




, under: 


it. That 


the news that a 


is going to hit your city some- 
time today and it’s going to be 
a big one. The first thing you 
are going to do is find that 

Maple Leaf Sports and 

sions. its athletes. 

What Maple Leaf Sports 
and Entertainment did 
was just protect its most 
prized possessions, its 
athletes. 


sports celebrities do. To these 
people 1 ask just One question: 
If you were in the player’s sit- 

when told to get the shot? 

If you said yes, then I guess 
you are the moral compass of 
humankind. As for the rest of 
us, we will be looking for any 
way to get ourselves to the 
front of those lines. 
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Sparse crowd 
at Royal Winter Fair 
has me worried 




AVG OF 2,5 CtIPS/FUl TIME STDDEMT/DAY = 21 ,250 CUPS 


[.-.Be the difference. 

JxESpECL 


We all have our stories that brought us here. 

We support one another through whatever we face 
and take the time to learn from each other. 


Thank You for Being the Difference 


CONESTOGA 
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TO SUPPORT 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 26 th 

.... IN THE SANCTUARY AT 

DANCER REGISTRATION AT 6:OOPM 

PICK UP YOUR PLEDGE FORMS AT THE CSI BOD OFFICE, ROOM 2AI04 


COUPLES AND SINGLES WELCOME, LOTS OF PRIZES 


the W0 a game 

of bingo you’ll ever play. 


Friday Nov. 27 th 

in the Sanctuary from 1 2pm - 1 pm 


Featuring our prizes yet! 



TRANS FATS, REST IN PEACE, 
learn more at heartandstroke.ca 




Christmas is 
not in the air! 
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WHEN DATING TURNS DANGEROUS 

The early signs of abuse 

> easy to get carried away with the excitement of a new relationship. 

Often, this exhilaration prevents us from detecting some of the early signs of abuse. 
Here are some warning signals to look for. Your partner may be abusive if he or she: 

I Wants to know where you are and who you are with at all times 
Becomes very angry about trivial things, like not being ready on time or wearing the 
"wrong” clothes 

Criticizes your friends and asks you to stop seeing them 

Has traditional ideas about hurting you, hurting your friends or committing suicide if you 
don’t obey or decide to leave. 

5 ever hit you, no matter how sorry afterwards 
If you recognize these behaviours in your partner, you may be in a dangerous relationship. 
Counsellors are available in the Counselling Office, Doon Campus, Room 1A101, 748- 
5220 ext 3360, Guelph Campus, Admin. Office, 824-9390 ext.148 or Waterloo Campus, 
Room 1C04, 885-0300 ext. 224. 

Report behaviours to Campus Security (Doon campus Room 2B10 ext. 3357) and/or the 
Police. 

Information on community support is available through your Counselling Office. 

Both services are confidential. 


COUNSELLOR’S CORNER: Dropping Out 

“Do I really want to be here?" Many students, exhausted by workload, discour- 
aged by borderline marks or unsure of program choice consider leaving college. 
Counsellors see many students who want out and hope to return later. But is “out 
there” any better? 

Leaving may cause other problems. A sudden void is created in the student's life. 
Jobs are elusive. Contact is lost with school friends who form a natural communi- 
ty of support. Returning to school seems a monumental task. 


Pick up a failed course through Continuing E 


vening or summer classes. 
. Better to save 


Apply for Peer Tutoring. The cost to the student is minimal and it works. 
Considering transferring to another program within your school. 

Communicate with a peer or faculty with whom you are having difficulty. 

Ask for help from faculty or classmates. 

Seek temporary 
listed in Counsell 

See your doctor. A sudden decline in energy may indicate a treatable illness. 
Take off a day or two to deal with personal issues if necessary. 

Take advantage of any or all service areas to assist you. 

These and many other solutions have been explored by students with a counsel- 
' ' 'i listen and help when you have run out of ideas. Most find they 

' support or leave if necessary with a plan for completing 

A Message from Counselling Services, 1A101. 


Ceremony 
ensures we’ll 
never forget 




reflect! 


In addition to countless finger 
pricks, they slip off of our 
coats continuously, and end 
up Uttering sidewalks for 
weeks. Everyone has their 
own secret to keeping the 
trademark secured over their 
hearts, and proudly display- 
ing their respect for our fallen 
and fighting soldiers. 

The bright red symbol was 
on full display on Nov. 1 1 . 

By 10:35 a.m„ the 
Sanctuary at Conestoga 
College had GUed to capacity 
with students, faculty and 
staff who came to pause for a 
moment in their busy coUege 


eaUstic, with 
a hint of hope for a future 

Elissa Cressman, a student 
life programmer, shared 
heartwarming stories of her 
grandfather, Major " 

SecondWorl 


i served in the 


“It \ 




First-ye 




aany take a few 


halls of Conestoga grew eerily 
quiet, especially during a 
recording of Taps and the 
Last Post, performed on the 


“It’s comforting to come (to 
the ceremony)," said Stalkie. 
“It's been a tradition since 
high school.” 


if Canadian soldiers 
, old and new, 


-s weUed u 


with u 


itely. 


The college’s c 
attended by Lt.-Col. Gordon 
Greavette (retired). Greavette 
is now the chair of liberal 
communications and studies 
at Conestoga. Decked out in 
fuU uniform, the retired offi- 
cer was happy to see so many 
in attendance, 

“It was great to see recogni- 
of Remembrance Day at 



Lt.-Col. Gordon Greavette, chair of liberal communlca 
idles at Conestoga, and Rod McNeil, a security repres 
snd for a moment of silence at 11 a.m. on Nov. 11. 






CONESTOGA 


NAME A REASON TO SIGN UP FO 
CSI’S CAMPUS FAMILY FEUD 


COMPETE 3 


signupyourTEAM OF 5 in the csi office, 

ROOM 2A106 

. TUESDAY NOVEMBER 24™ 

+ IN THE SANCTUARY AT 12:00pm 
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Horoscope 

Week of Nov 23. 2009 
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BEATING BOREDOM with basketball 



Singing their way 

to stardom at CSI Idol 
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Conestoga College offers 
reincarnation course 


mi- % 



c . .. , dY SARAH MACINTOSH 

Peter Findlay, a world-class woodcarver, was a guest speaker at 
Conestoga on Nov. 9. He was given a gift from the woodworking 
club, The Three Legged Stool. 

Carving a path for 

Concatoga'o 

woodworking club 


Do you have a fear with no 
logical present life explana- 
tion? Or maybe you wonder 
why bad things happen to 
good people? 

Perhaps your present life 
struggles can be explained by 
exploring your past lives in 
Reincarnation - Who Where 

offered by Conestoga 
College’s continuing educa- 
tion on Nov. 28 from 10 a.m to 
4 p.m. 

The course is taught by 
Canada's top radio psychic 
Dan Valkos, who has been 
teaching at the college for 
around 19 years. 

Valkos said he went 
through an evolutionary 
process when he got involved 
with the field of paranormal 
™ ,oon - skeptic. He ’ 


v a firr 


r that 


everyone has unlimited psy- 
chic potential, it's just a mat- 
ter of tapping into those abili- 

The workshop spends hall’ 

HEAL 


By SARAH MACINTOSH 

Peter Findlay has made 
countless pieces that you 
would have a hard time 
believing were actually made 

"I was born with sawdust in 
my blood," said Findlay, the 
guest speaker at a Nov. 9 

hosted by the Conestoga 
College woodworking club, 
The Three Legged Stool. 

The club brings in guest 
speakers to provide knowl- 
edge to the members on how 
to create a variety of different 
things and teach them new 
ideas. Findlay, a world-class 
woodcarver, did just that. 

Many students gathered to 
listen to Findlay and ask him 
about his knowledge, exper 


he finds a way to get i 
and make it work. 

He’s made projects such as 
curved candlesticks, a danc- 
ing doll, miniature wood- 
carved animals, picture 
frames and a 1931 Chrysler 




and i 


. He 


began woodworking at age 10. 
Over the years he’s taught 
workshops for children, night 
courses and woodworking 
classes at Conestoga College. 
From chip carving, relief 
carving and wood turning to 
sculpting and reconstruction, 
Findlay knows his woodwork- 
ing. 

“We must risk going too far, 
just to see how far we can go,” 
Findlay said. He told students 
how he always takes a risk. If 
something seems impossible 


needs a lot of tools to creatf 
these pieces — an unbeliev- 
able 1,025 tools to be exact. 

When creating things he 
goes for a type of response 
where he has people wonder- 
ing how he did it. He believes 
the most important skill is 
the ability to be able to visu- 
alize where you are going. 
However, he also said prob- 
lem solving and experience 
are important as well. 

Findlay’s hero is Leonardo 
da Vinci. He said you won’t 
get wealthy by doing some- 
thing everyone else does; you 
have to do something origi- 
nal. You have to use your 
time wisely and be creative. 

“You make mistakes to see 
how far you can go and then 
you don’t make the same mis- 
takes," said Findlay. 

Many students admired his 
work and Findlay’s words will 
help inspire them to take that 
risk. 

“Findlay’s a god to us, said 
Rob Hall, a second-year wood- 
working student. 


the day discussing the theo- 
ries behind karma and rein- 
carnation and the other half 
Valkos uses regressive hypno- 
sis, a sort of meditation, to 
have the students remember 
three of their past lives. 

m y most recent past’ 
life, said Valkos, “I was a 
lieutenant in the British 
Army. I was on an island in 
the South Pacific and I was 
machine gunned by the 
Japanese. I was (also) a black 
slave in the pre-U.S. Civil 
War. I died in the swamps by 
snake bite and I was (also) a 
prairie farmer’s wife, like in 
Little House on the Prairie 
although I didn’t have a hus- 
band as good looking as 
Michael Landon.” 

So why do bad things hap- 
pen to good people? Valkos 
says sometimes it’s because 
you’re paying off a karmatic 
debt from another lifetime, a 
topic he will discuss in his 

As for fears, sometimes if 
there is no logical present life 
on the fear could be 


traced back to how you died 
in a past life. If you have a 
fear of water perhaps you 
drowned or if you are terrified 
of fire you may have been 
burnt at the stake. 

“You are now the sum total 
of everything you have seen, 
felt and experienced in all of 
your prior lifetimes,” said 
/alkos. 


For more information on the 
course, which costs $80, call 
the Conestoga College contin- 
uing education general inter- 
est and leisure department at 
519-748-5220, ext. 2200. You 
can register through continu- 
ing education online through 
the student portal, in person 
at the Doon campus’s 
Registrar's Office during reg- 
ular business hours, by mail 
or by fax — 519-895-1085. 

Registration forms can also 
be put in drop boxes located at 
the Waterloo campus, 108 
University Ave. E, at the 
Guelph campus, 460 Speedvale » 
Ave. W., and at the Doon cam- 
pus at the Student/Client 
Services Building. 



„ JHECK OUT THE CAME! AND DISPLAYS 

OFFERED 8V THE PRE-HEALTH SCIENCES & C 
GENERAL ARTS & SCIENCE-HEALTH OPTIONS 
STUDENTS! 

« LEARN HOW CAN YOU EAT, PLAY 
THINK, AND SLEEPY HEALTHY! 

STUDENT LIFE CENTRE&E-WING 

NOVEMBER 23 -25 




Last year, a new 
pacemaker implant 
saved Max’s life. 
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